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8Hong Kong
Eight is a lucky number in Chinese 
culture – a symbol of good fortune 
and wealth. With that in mind, here 
are eight bars to track down next 
time you’re in Hong Kong.
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bar crawl.
b y  S I M O N E  M A D D E N - G R E Y

As the city lights up after dark, head 49 floors up and 
slide into one of the leather banquettes at this hotel bar. 
Order from the top-notch wine list or kick off the night 
with a cocktail as you admire the breathtaking views  
of Victoria Harbour and Kowloon. Got a free afternoon?  
Book in for the scrumptious afternoon tea and treat 
yourself to a glass or two of bubbles.  ☞
The Upper House, 88 Queensway, Admiralty

Café Gray Bar,  
The Upper House.

Le Quinze Vins. 

A Parisian original, LQV has 
found its second Hong Kong 
home among the dumpling 
shops and cafes of Wan Chai. 
Dark wood decor and daily 
special blackboards capture 
the essence of the original 
Central venue. Go early or be 
prepared to perch on a stool 
at the tiny bar and select from 
an impressive wine selection. 
Not in the mood to decipher 
a wine list? Ask the staff, who 
will likely wow you with a wine 
from a tiny producer you have 
never heard of before. Buy a 
bottle to take away and receive 
a $100 HKD discount.
9 Swatow Street, Wan Chai

8
Hong Kong Highball (Café Grey Bar). Field of Passion (Café Grey Bar).

Café Grey Deluxe.

12000 Francs. 

Smack bang in the 
middle of Soho, this bar 
and restaurant has a 
first-rate list of boutique 
wines by the glass. 
Choose a platter or two 
to share with friends 
and tuck into cheese, 
house-made sourdough, 
terrines and pastrami 
while soaking up the 
buzz of Elgin Street. 
With a cool interior of 
greyscale mosaics and  
a sophisticated mood, 
this is the newest place 
to be seen in the city.
43 Elgin Street,  
Soho
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Rummin’ 
Tings. 
The Caribbean meets Central 
at this busy bar next to the 
Mid-Levels escalator. Find 
a table street-side in the 
afternoon and watch the city 
go by, or be prepared to squash 
into this pumping venue as  
they party into the small hours.  
The cocktails are among  
Hong Kong’s best and their 
Ragga Muffins are addictive.
28 Hollywood Road, Central

The LKF tower is packed with restaurants 
and bars to tempt, but head to the sixth floor 
where Lily & Bloom beckons with one of the 
best happy hours in town. Take in the 1920s 
speakeasy style, stumble across the hidden 
cigar room and join Hong Kong’s pretty 
young things as they work through the list 
of cocktails. Happy hour often includes free 
fries and two-for-one cocktail offers.
5/F – 6/F LKT Tower,  
33 Wyndham Street, Central

Lily & Bloom. 

Ham & 
Sherry.
Styled with dark wood 
and mosaic tiles, 
Ham & Sherry could 
be any tapas bar in 
Spain. Grab a seat at 
the bar in front of the 
minuscule kitchen 
and take in all the 
action. Choose from 
a comprehensive list 
of sherry and wine to 
go with a delectable 
selection of tapas, or 
head down the side 
alley to the bar hidden 
at the back. Dimly lit 
with a chilled vibe, 
this venue’s focus is 
on carefully crafted 
cocktails.
1-7 Ship Street, Wan Chai

The Globe. 
A favourite with locals and 
visitors alike, The Globe 
has been recreating the 
traditional English pub 
atmosphere for years, with 
an extensive list of ales and 
beers, regularly changing 
taps, tasty pub grub, board 
games and sport on TV. 
Serving up an antidote to 
the hustle and bustle of the 
surrounding city, here you 
can settle into one of the 
booths or sit at the bar...  
You may find it hard to leave.
Garley Building,  
45-53 Graham Street, Central

Ping Pong  
Gintonería. 
Look for the red door 
with a round window and 
head to the basement of 
this old table tennis club 
for an unforgettable gin 
experience. About 60 
different gins are offered, 
making this a gin-lover’s 
paradise. There is tapas 
to snack on and your 
‘gintonica’ is served 
in traditional Spanish 
balloon-shaped glasses. 
So get ready and, as they 
say here, “let the good 
times pour”.
L/G Nam Cheong House,  
129 Second Street,  
Sai Ying Pun

Lily & Bloom.

Ping Pong Gintonería.

Ham & Sherry


